Am [ related to Jim? (James Cathcart)

This is in response to an email asking if | was related to “Jim.” At first, I didn’t know who she was talking about... time
to start an investigation.

The person sending the email was named Rachel Ball. | found an interesting candidate in Vera Cathcart (1915-1999), who
married Heaman Roland Ball (1921-1983). Vera had a brother named James Paul... so perhaps this was “Jim.” A
subsequent email confirmed that | had the correct family.

But now | need to trace back and see if there was a connection.

My database stopped at James Paul and Vera’s parents: James and Annie Woodward Cathcart.

Time to break down a brick wall.
Given the location of the census records | had matched with James:

» 1920: Glen Springs, Spartanburg County, SC age 25
» 1930: Cross Anchor, Spartanburg County, SC age 35

It would appear that James is a “Spartanburg Cathcart.” But where does he fit in?

To further nail down James’ date of birth, I found this likely World War | draft registration card (June of 1917):
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/112135478/person/200092766011/facts
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=jcath&id=I12225&printer_friendly
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/112135478/person/200092768398/facts
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=jcath&id=I12514&printer_friendly
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Figure 2 1920 Jonesville, Union, South Carolina p. 11b
Della’s name helps us link this family to my existing data, and to confirm that WH is William Hampton Cathcart.

Also, given the ages and next-door location, it would appear that BS Cathcart was James’ brother. More on BS (Boyd
Samuel) later.

Here’s the 1900 census William and Lavanica or Lovinia
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Figure 31900 Census Union Dist 78, Union SC p. 23b

This census enumeration is confusing for a couple of reasons. First, the wife
of the head of household is listed as “Mrs. Robert,” not making it easy to
figure out the wife’s first name. Secondly, Boyd and John are listed as “son,”
which should apply to their relationship to the head of household. In this
case—and given the shared last name—they are the sons of William and
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Maggie Cathcart is likely his then 15-year-old daughter.
Figure 4 Boyd's WW!1 draft card

1 https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/24457085:6482
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/59557799:7602
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=7602&iid=004120584_00474&fn=Boyd&ln=Cathcart&st=r&ssrc=&pid=59557799
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=7602&iid=004120584_00474&fn=Boyd&ln=Cathcart&st=r&ssrc=&pid=59557799
http://search.ancestry.com/iexec?htx=View&r=an&dbid=7602&iid=004120584_00474&fn=Boyd&ln=Cathcart&st=r&ssrc=&pid=59557799
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/24457085:6482

Named in honor of Revolutionary war soldier, Frederick Switzer, the town of Switzer is located about five miles north of
Woodruff in Spartanburg county.?

By the 1920 census, we see Boyd is 41 and his wife Pauline is 38. The Smith step children indicate that Pauline was
married before.
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Figure 5 1920 Jonesville, Union, South Carolina p. 11b
Having a daughter named “Tiny” makes searching easier!

Then to prove that Pauline’s maiden name was Lister, here’s the 1910 Census showing that Pauline and Ida Lister were
sisters:
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Figure 6. 1910 Jonesville, Spartanburg, South Carolina p. 11b

By 1930 Pauline’s two boys’ last name has been changed to Cathcart.
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Figure 7. 1930 Gaffney, Cherokee, South Carolina, p. 5a

2 https://news.google.com/newspapers?id=FLAeAAAAIBAJ&sjid=ec4EAAAAIBAI&PY=2857%2C3334537
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switzer, South Carolina
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